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TEN YEARS OF HOLY GHOST CONGRESS: JOY UNSPEAKABLE
      Many people will be surprised to recall that it is now ten quick years since the famous Lekki ’98, when millions gathered together at the Lekki Beach to celebrate the first edition of what then used to be called the Holy Ghost Festival.  Organized by the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), it was certainly a landmark event, reminiscent of the congregation of the children of Israel in the days of Moses.  Subsequent editions have moved to the Holy Ghost Arena at the Redemption Camp, first as a 3-day event, and now as an all week-long (Monday to Saturday) affair.
   Spiritually-speaking, the Holy Ghost Congress has an even older history.  The first “Congress “ in the RCCG was actually Pastor Adeboye’s indignant response to the Festival of Arts and Culture (FESTAC) hosted by Nigeria in 1977.  Irked about the idea of people congregating in large number to celebrate dead idols, the then totally unknown Pastor E.A. Adeboye persuaded his father-in-the-Lord, the General Superintendent of the then obscured RCCG, to organize a “parallel” celebration of the Holy Ghost at Ilesa, in Osun State.  Today, while organizers of FESTAC struggle to have a repeat celebration (see for instance www.pmg.org.za/files/docs/080205draftbrief.pdf), the ORGANIZER of the Holy Ghost Congress seemingly has no difficulty in taking His event to ever-increasing heights of glory, attracting millions of participants from all over the world, every year. pg 2
  Gays Go Wild – forcing homosexuality down society’s throat
Worshippers at the Mount Hope Church in Lansing, Mich., USA, were stunned Sunday 9th November, when members of a pro-homosexual organization called Bash Back, made a daring wild attack on the Church disrupting the service.  Nick De Leeuw described the scene on his blog:  "Prayer had just finished when men and women stood up in pockets across the congregation, on the main floor and in the balcony. "'Jesus was gay,' they shouted among other profanities and blasphemies as they rushed the stage. Some forced their way through rows of women and kids to try to hang a profane banner from the balcony while others began tossing fliers into the air. Two women made their way to the pulpit and began to kiss,"  Continued on pg 5   


JIHADHIST GENOCIDE IN JOS
      The reality and intensity of Satan’s wrath and evil end-time agenda, thinly veiled by the hustle and bustle of every day civil living, was again vividly demonstrated late November, as elements of the Moslem community in Jos, Plateau state of Nigeria, descended heavily on unsuspecting Christians, inflicting terrible damages and casualties.  The excuse for the action, this time around, was a peacefully-conducted Local Government elections whose results tended to favour the Christian candidates against the Moslems.
     It didn’t take long however to realize that the violence was directed neither at officials nor properties of any political party.  Rather, the casualties were largely Christian men and women, irrespective of whether they were indigenes of Plateau state or  elsewhere.  An e-mail from the Anglican Archbishop of Jos Rt Rev. Ben Kwashi to Barnabas Fund on Saturday 30th November  described the pogrom that had started without any warning the previous day:  “The Muslims are attacking and burning this morning. It looks well coordinated. They are well armed with AK47 and pump machine guns….” Several Nigerian blogs carried the nauseating details of  how organized Moslem mobs went from one identified Christian home to another, pulling down the gates and killing in cold blood, mostly the male occupants (see, for instance www.nigeriavillagesquare.com/forum/main-square/27336-three-youth-corpers-among-dead-jos.html).  Another core of Moslem invaders, apparently hired mercenaries from outside Plateau state, came dressed in army and police uniforms, thus further confusing many Christians who, expecting refuge, actually ran towards their eventual executioners!   Before the real army (led by the Army chief of staff himself) would intervene two days later, hundreds of innocent lives have been lost.  Unfortunately a number of  Moslem folks caught in the reprisal attack would also be part of that number.
     One of the particularly moving killings was that of Ibukun Akinjogbin a fresh University graduate participating in the mandatory National Youth Service Corps scheme at Jos  continued on pg 2

“And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  But he that shall endure unto the end shall be saved”




  
HOLY GHOST CONGRESS, (Cont’d from pg 1)
Church Arise! believes that apart from an exciting Spirit-charged atmosphere featuring excellent music, seminars and teachings; or the outright miracles and life-imparting prophecies, the Sovereign Almighty God  Himself – for some point He is keen on making - is directly behind the gathering in of the multitudes who have become faithful features of these meetings.  If you are yet to participate in the Holy Ghost Congress, this year is an excellent time to partake of this unique indescribable experience.  Themed “Joy Unspeakable”, the 11th Holy Ghost Congress runs from Monday 15th – Saturday 20th December.

JOS GENOCIDE (Cont’d from pg 1)
He was on the phone with his parents requesting for prayers as the Islamic mob descended on him and his friends.  The heartless killers picked the phone and sadistically described to the distraught family in Lagos, the gradual ebbing-out of Ibukun’s life!
      Yet, several national leaders, following the usual “douse the tension” script, were vociferous in declaring that the mayhem has nothing to do with either ethnicity or religion, but was a mere political protest.  While one may not necessarily blame Moslem political figures, such as the Speaker of House of Representatives, for making such patently false statements, it is difficult to excuse those with the label of Christianity, such as the Senate President, who join in the ostrich game.  The Nigerian number three man was quoted as saying “Truly, what is going on in Jos has nothing to do with religion….. I am not aware of any faith that advocates violence. Every faith that I know of condemns killing.”  Really?  Wouldn’t it have been more helpful keeping quiet than reducing a serious matter to mere rhetoric?  The sad, bitter reality is that Islamic violence is indeed rooted in faith – at least as interpreted and clearly demonstrated by many.  This would explain why subsequent governments have preferred to shy away from the problem rather than attempt to address it.  For instance by the simple and sensible action of treating those who engage in arson and murder as the cheap criminals that they would be – if not regarded as religious faithfuls!
      However, sadder still is the response of  Christian leaders who hastily pronounced the violence, even as it was yet unfolding, as totally having nothing to do with religion.  No less a person than the national chairman of the Christian Association of Nigeria - CAN, (who also is the catholic Archbishop of Abuja) hasted to make such a declaration – even from far away Rome, where he was at the outbreak of the incidence. (www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=1285)  He could at least have consulted his colleague, the chairman of the Plateau state chapter of CAN, Most Rev. Ignatius Kaigama, who repeatedly averred that the crisis was definitely religious, and was clearly instigated by the Moslems.  According to Kaigama,  “We were surprised at the way some of our churches and property were attacked and some of our faithful and clergy killed. The attacks were carefully planned and executed. The questions that bog our minds are why were churches and clergy attacked and killed? Why were politicians and political party offices not attacked if it were a political conflict? Why were the business premises and property of innocent civilians destroyed? We strongly feel that it was not political but pre-meditated act under the guise of elections.” www.barnabasfund.org/email/email.php?id=255" www.barnabasfund.org/email/email.php?id=255.  The Anglican Bishop of Jos, the Rt Revd Ben Kwashi ventures an answer: "We are the victims of ... Islamic anger. Two years ago, it was the Danish cartoons. Now they are trying to lay it at the feet of the elections. We have become a convenient scapegoat and target...” www.jihadwatch.org/dhimmiwatch/archives/023788.php
        With national leaders and even Christian leaders trying hard to exonerate Islam from the killings, it is little wonder that the foreign media would follow the cue.  Though the foreign media were forced to concede that the riot was religious, they effectively (even if silently) put the blame mostly on Christians!   For instance, the BBC in reporting “the death of hundreds of people in clashes between Christians and Moslems”, added the sub-heading “A Muslim charity in the town of Jos says it collected more than 300 bodies, and fatalities are also expected among Christians.” (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7756695.stm.)   Such silly, biased reporting gives the impression that the bodies collected by the “Muslim charity” were those of Muslims killed by Christians; and that the Christians probably lost a few people too!  It is however well-known that Moslems have learnt to quickly give Islamic mass burial for victims of riots picked from the streets ( as in this situation), mainly to discourage retaliatory killings in the South (particularly the catholic South-East) triggered by strong emotions that are evoked when such bodies are returned home for proper burial. According to the Punch newspaper,  “ The identities of the dead could not be ascertained as they were said to have been picked up randomly by the Muslim community and taken to the mosque.”
www.punchontheweb.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20081201235371" www.punchontheweb.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20081201235371. Moreover, many of the Moslems killed in Jos were militants, reportedly shot down on the streets by the state-based security forces. Several hundred others (including foreign merceneries) were arrested. (www.mnnonline.org/article/12016).
       Another widely circulated news report originated from the Agence France Presse (AFP) with the blazing headline:  2,000 "angry youths" storm mosque.  The truth however was that the “angry youths” were not Christian youths as silently implied, but Moslems who came to threaten/blackmail the visiting parliamentary official who had come to placate the Moslem community. Some media houses using the story (such as this, www.calgaryherald.com/news/youths+storm+mosque+riot+torn+nigerian+city/1017450/story.html) even added the picture of a traumatized female youth corper, in clear Islamic veil, to complete the impression of apparent culpability of Christians in the matter! 
    The well-planned pogrom had began on Friday 29th November, when the results of the Local Government council elections, held very peacefully the previous day, began to indicate that indigenous Christian candidates were set to sweep the polls in all 17 LG council areas of the state. This would represent a decisive break in the influence which the largely Moslem Hausa-Fulani group has been trying to build over the years and which they hoped to consolidate with the elections.  For instance, the attitude of the largely Christian Yoruba community in Jos (whose community reportedly lost about 113 people)  could be contrasted with that of the Hausa-Fulani community.  In a peace meeting convened by the State governor, the Yoruba leader, Chief Toye Ogunshuyi said: “We have been carrying out legitimate businesses in Jos since 1891 and we built the first church in Jos but we have been living peacefully without fighting to rule Jos” www.vanguardngr.com/content/view/23328/47/" www.vanguardngr.com/content/view/23328/47/.  On the other hand, speaking to Reuters, Sheikh Khalid Aliyu, spokesman for the council of imams in Plateau state insisted: "We are not aliens, we are not foreigners. We deserve each and every right." (africa.reuters.com/top/news/usnJOE4B10FZ.html). 
     The only problem is that such righteously indignant assertion is supposed only to apply in regions where Moslems are in the minority.  Refer for instance, to the story in the last edition of CA! exemplifying incredible Islamic arrogance, even in the simple matter of allowing a legally-cleared Church building to operate in a favoured area in Ilorin, Kwara state.  Kwara, just like Plateau, is a gateway state linking the North and South  of Nigeria; and both of them have a roughly equal Christian-Moslem population.  In such a situation, as is fast becoming a reality in Kwara state, access to state powers is blatantly used to compel non-moslems to a subdued ‘dhimmified’ second-class citizen livelihood – as in states like Kano and Zamfara where Moslems are in the vast majority.  Achieving Kwara in Plateau state is clearly one of the major goals of Nigerian Islamic Jihadists, and a direct cause of the Jos  conflict.  It is at the same time religious, ethnic and political – in that order of relative importance!
       As for the hundreds of lives lost in pre-meditated Islam-instigated killing, the President of the country, Alhaji Umaru Yar Adua  at the Joint Sitting of the National Assembly for the presentation of the 2009 Appropriation Bill requested  the customary “ one-minute silence” in their memory.  For the survivors, he offered his personal prayers, according to the Vanguard newspaper, that “the almighty Allah condoles those who have lost their loved ones and those who have lost their property and also those who have sustained all kinds of injuries.”  (www.vanguardngr.com/content/view/23228/42/" www.vanguardngr.com/content/view/23228/42/).  Going by past antecedents, (as we have always been careful to point out), that’s probably the end of the story.  How sad!

“Christianity in Iraq is ending”
     Christians in Iraq are facing a silent scourge, unacknowledged by the rest of the world.  Their Moslem neighbours are constantly harassing them to choose between converting to Islam or paying the jizya tax which allows non-Muslims to live in Muslim countries.  Failing either of those options they are asked to leave or face certain death.  A typical threat letter, pushed under front doors reads: “Be informed that we will cut your heads and leave your dead bodies with no organs and no heads in your stores and houses.  We know your houses and we know your family.  We will kill you one  after the other. Depart the Muslim areas."   
      The threats are most serious in the city of Mosul, where according to UN and Christian organizations, over 12,000 Christians have had to leave their homes since October this year.  Some two dozen or so others lost their lives in outbreaks of violence.  Recently however, the scope of the threat has widened to include Christians in the capital city of Baghdad.  In a letter sent to a Christian bishop by  a group known as Ansar al_Islam (and now published on the website of  Al-Ittihad, a newspaper that covers Iraqi politics, www.alitthad.com/paper.php?name=news&file=article&sid=46250 “The General Secretariat of the Adherent of Islam Brigade” said it  was giving “final warning” to the Bishop and “to all your adherents and flocks, the infidel Christian Crusaders, in Baghdad and the other governorates and order you to leave immediately, in masses and permanently from the Muslim countries (Iraq)……There is no place for you infidel Christians among the Muslim believers in Iraq from now on. Otherwise, our swords will be legalized over your neck and the necks of your followers and flocks similar to what happened to the Christians living in Mosul.  God is our witness.  He who warns is excused”   For details, please visit (www.aina.org/news/20081117193211.htm) 

MOSLEMS RESIST PRESENCE OF CHURCH BUILDINGS WORLDWIDE
It’s not only in Nigeria (cf Ilorin, Jos) or Iraq that Moslems are openly frustrating the setting up of Christian churches.  In fact, at the same time that the Jos Jihadists were perfecting their plans, a similar gory scene was already unfolding in Cairo.   
      According to AINA, 20,000 Muslims (that is twenty thousand!) gathered around a Coptic Orthodox Church of the Virgin Mary in West Ain Shms, Cairo, trapping inside one thousand Christians, who they attacked with stones and butane gas cylinders.  The mob were chanting Jihad verses as well as slogans saying "we will demolish the church" and "We sacrifice our blood and souls, we sacrifice ourselves for you, Islam", while the entrapped Christians chanted "Lord have mercy". (www.aina.org/news/20081126035704.htm)
      When the security forces tried to disperse the mob, they went to nearby homes and shops owned by Christians, armed with sticks, butane, knives and other sharp objects.
      The Church building, located in a blue-collar region of Cairo, was originally a factory that was adapted into its present state.  It took over five years to complete the rehabilitation and to secure the necessary permissions from the authorities to have the Church established.  But the Christians did everything quite discreetly.  Moslems however got wind of the (equally low-keyed) inauguration of the Church on November 26; whereupon they hastily arranged to take over the first floor of a newly-built building facing the Church, and started praying there.  Voila!, just as it was reasoned in the Ilorin case (see CA vol 11 no 4), how could a Church co-exist with a Mosque in the same precint?  Hence the dastard attack demanding that the Church be demolished, a task they very well nearly accomplished on Nov 26.  As usual, the news media are reporting the incidence as mutual intolerance and “sectarian strife” between Christians and Moslems!   (www.jihadwatch.org/archives/023655.php)
After the incident, the factory building's doors have been  chained shut, and the Coptic Church itself said that to avoid further trouble it will not seek to hold services there. A shocked Father Anthony (the Church’s priest) wondered rhetorically: "Would they tear the factory down if it was turned into a theater or a nightclub?" 
“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. “                     Rev 3:11





Following are Headlines of other similar acts of aggressions against Christians (occurring about the same time) elsewhere in the world: 
>  Ethiopia Arrests Members of Underground Islamic Jihad Group  - as they plotted to carry out bomb attacks in the country (similar to the large-scale attacks on Christians in Ethiopia in 2006), www.persecution.org

> "Muslims burn Christian church in Indonesia," 
In December, a group of 500 Muslims, mobilized by the local Indonesian Ulema Council, wreaked havoc and spread panic in Masohi, in the Moluccan Islands, during clashes with police and local Christians. As a result, 45 homes, a church and a village hall were set alight. The spark that set off the violence is an incident in which a teacher allegedly insulted Islam in front of some Muslim students. http://www.jihadwatch.org/archives/023881.php


> In India, the wanton killings of Christians in Orissa province by Hindus, which we reported previously, is only getting worse.  Right now, Hindu extremist groups are offering money, food, kerosene, and alcohol to anyone who murders Christians and destroys their homes.  According to Faiz Rahman, chairman of Good News India,  "The going price to kill a pastor is $250." http://worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view


> Similarly in communist China, (according to China Aid), from the end of September to early November 2008, more than 400 Christian college students attending house church gatherings were arrested and interrogated. Four of the house church leaders were sentenced to re-education through labor for one to one and half years. (ICC webpage on China). 

 > In Eritrea, government has launched a fresh crackdown on Christians with reports that at least 110 evangelical believers were arrested all over the country in late November.    Those arrested were transported to a new military camp set up for detained Christians known as Mitire.  An estimated 2000 believers are already in detention, many having been detained since 2002 without a fair trial.   

Church Planting Restriction: Russians stand up to the Saudis
For a country that forbids the building of non-Islamic houses of worship in its supposed holy land, hounding and throwing into jail christians who worship even in their own homes; Saudi Arabia should get an award for sassy diplomacy as it has nevertheless managed to litter most cities of the world with mosques, pushing its Wahabist brand of Islam.  The kingdom seems to be having problem in Russia however, as there are only four mosques for the estimated  2 million Muslims in Moscow.  So the king boldly requested for permission from Russian authorities to build mosques (Washington Times, December 3). Representatives of Orthodox public organizations have however written an open letter to the Saudi king demanding an Orthodox church in Saudi Arabia in return (INTERFAX).  At least, some people are now thinking!

Gays on rampage (from page 1)
        Many demonstrators fled and the rest were quiet after law officers were summoned.  The Pastor then led the congregation to pray that the unruly defilers of God’s house would know Jesus’ love in their lives and God’s peace that exceeds human understanding” www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=80743#
    The Bash Back, later on its website, issued a statement justifying the attack, claiming that the 5,000 member church participates in "the repression of queers."  A spokesperson for Mount Hope, David Williams, however emphasized that "the leadership of Mount Hope Church does not attempt to identify the church as anti-homosexual, anti-choice, or right wing.”  Rather, the statement said, “The church does take the Bible at face value and believes what the Bible says to be the truth,"   It further added that the "… Church believes homosexuality to be a sin, just as fornication, stealing, drunkenness, and lying are sins” and offered help for people "caught up in unwanted sexual sin, drug abuse, and many other areas."

A tale of two Shephards

        In a related case, a 23 year old man Jason Shephard, was murdered by an openly homosexual man, Bill Smithson when the latter resisted his sexual advances.  Mr Smithson, who has since received a life jail for the sordid act, had slipped the victim the date rape drug GHD and attempted to rape him. "When the young man resisted his sexual advances, he was strangled," reported the American Family Association of Pennsylvania. <http://www.afaofpaorg/>  
      A clear irony in this case is that it was the murder of a gay person named Matthew Shepard, ten years ago, that has become one of the major cases being cited by homosexuals in pushing for the inclusion of ‘sexual orientation’ in the so-called hate crimes. Even though, several evidences indicated that Mathew Shepard’s death was actually a botched armed robbery incident not related to his homosexuality.  <http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=77654> Now that another “Shepard” is murdered in what is clearly a homosexuality-related case, the media and the usually vocal gay groups are pretending not to notice anything. 
“But truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD”    Numbers 14:21





Homophobia and Islamophobia – two of a type
It is not only the gays that are seeking to gag the public (especially Christians) from discussing negative aspects of their lifestyle [they call that homophobia], a similar term, Islamaphobia does the same for Islam.  Part of the amazing application of this phenomenon, in recent times, include the ruling in Malaysia where, according to Asia News, (Nov.25), "The interior security minister had prohibited the Herald from using the word 'Allah' in its articles, affirming that its use ' by non-Muslims could increase tension and create confusion among Muslims in the country'."     Similarly, an Austrian member of parliament, Susanne Winter has lost her parliamentary immunity from prosecution on contributions made in the parliament.  Her mortal offence was that she referred to a well-accepted historic fact that the founding prophet of Islam married one of his many wives, Aisha, “while she was six years old and consummated his marriage with her while she was nine years old”.  The apparently maverick politician likened the situation to child abuse.   Meanwhile, the current President of the United Nations General Assembly,   Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann , speaking at an interfaith conference held at the UN headquarters, has advocated that the world body should criminalize defamation of all religions – with specific reference made to Islam. (www.dawn.com/2008/11/13/top10.htm)

More Evangelical Leaders in the US endorse homosexuality
As a sign of the on-going headlong plunge of the Church into the apostasy Bible says would usher in the anti-Christ, more evangelical leaders in the US are joining  the position already championed by popular preachers like Rick Warren endorsing the "gay, lesbian, bisexual, transsexual and
queer" (GLBTQ) movement.  The latest in this sad development is Tony Jones, popular author and national coordinator of the Emergent Village.  According to an article in WorldNetDaily, despite recounting his earlier days of arguing that "biblical prohibitions to homosexual sex should be taken seriously," Jones now admits that his “experiences and feelings” have led him toward a different conclusion.  In an Internet posting, Jones writes, "I now believe that GLBTQ can live lives in accord with biblical Christianity (as least as much as any of us can!), and that their monogamy can and should be sanctioned and blessed by church and state." 
     About the same time, Richard Cizik, chief lobbyist and vice president for governmental affairs for the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE), the highly influential body representing 45,000 US Churches from 59 denominations, has said in a National Public Radio interview that he believes in homosexual civil unions. <http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=82709>
   Meanwhile, disgraced former president of the NAE, Ted Haggard who was exposed as having a 3 year old relationship with a male prostitute and consequently removed from leadership and ministry both in the NAE and in his own Church is staging a come-back, almost exactly two years after.  Nine months ago, Mr Haggard has reportedly walked out of the programme designed by his Church to rehabilitate him and help him deal with his problem with homosexuality – which he sorrowfully admitted at that time.  Now, early in Nov, Haggard took the pulpit at the Open Bible Fellowship, Morrison, Illinois, where he introduced as a “Christian business man.”  The Associated Press news items reports that Haggard preached “a message that was equal parts contrition and defiance”
     In reporting on Mr Haggard’s fall two years ago,  (Vol 9 No 6), CA! had noted that the event seemed to be strengthening the hands of the Emergent Church movement within the NAE.  We particularly warned that Richard Cizik and his ilks might as well attempt to “reconcile Haggard to his ‘homosexual nature’ and perhaps prepare him to bridge the NAE and the gay world”.  We fear that is about to happen at this time.

Global Economic Meltdown: Nigeria is world’s most resilient economy!
Merrill Lynch (ML), a United States-owned brokerage and investment banking firm, recently published a report wherein it stated that Nigeria is not only a leading investment destination, but that, going by an array of indicators, the country  is the least risky of all the economies in the world today. 
www.africanloft.com/is-nigeria-the-least-risky-economy-in-the-world/" www.africanloft.com/is-nigeria-the-least-risky-economy-in-the-world/
     The report is of course not an assessment of the absolute worth of the Nigerian economy, (which even at Press time, the Central Bank warns is set to see worse times in the coming year – what with flopping oil prices!), but its resilience and particularly how Nigerians should react to ongoing plunge in global economy.  It is saying whatever is happening in the stock market or in other aspects of the economy, Nigerians should still count themselves lucky and appreciate that things could have been much worse – as it is with other nations!

Rapid advances towards One World Currency
Some 2,000 years ago, the Bible authoritatively stated that at the end times, global economy will be inter-twined together and controlled by one authority under the anti-christ.  What looked entirely far-fetched and probably preposterous even a few decades ago, is now fast becoming the reality.  One of the clear evidences that this is the case is the rapid advances being made towards the development of a one world currency.
         Ground rules for the one world currency are already being fashioned out; and just as we have discussed in the last edition, the financial crisis that began in the United States several weeks ago is providing fresh impetus along this line.  For now, following the crisis,  President George W. Bush has concluded with other world leaders to hold a summit, by the end of the year, to discuss reform of the global financial system.  The summit would be the first of a series announced after talks between Mr Bush, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and EU Commission President, Manuel Barroso.   At that time, the French leader had warned that the world could not "continue to run the economy of the 21st Century with instruments of the economy of the
20th Century".   In his own comments, Manuel Barroso, put it more bluntly: "We need a new global financial order." 
      Apparently, the approach towards the global currency is first the development of regional ones.  Along this line, the six Islamic states constituting the Gulf Cooperation Council ( Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates) have agreed to set 2010 as the target date for the creation of a monetary union and the adoption of common Islamic currency.  Similarly in West Africa, an ECOWAS currency has been scheduled to come into operation in December 2009.  
       Even in Europe, indications are that the countries that are still out of the eurozone are quietly having a re-think.  According to European commission President, Manuel Barroso (on Nov 30), the global credit crunch has sparked a debate about joining the euro among "people who matter in Britain," Speaking further,  Jose Manuel Barroso averred:  "I'm not going to break the confidentiality of certain conversations, but some British politicians have already told me, 'If we had the euro, we would have been better off'."  Similarly, Denmark is actively planning to join the eurozone. Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen has actually said he would try to achieve a broad public consensus by holding a referendum on the euro, expectedly in March or April 2009. 
    Meanwhile, Iceland is considering switching to the euro even without a green light from EU institutions and despite their warnings against such a unilateral move.  Slovakia is set to join the Eurozone on 1 January 2009. http://euobserver.com/9/27203

REMEMBER LOT’S WIFE (Luke 17:32)
Real ID, RFID update 
     Once again, we have to defer our discussion of Real ID and Malintent to some other time due to space constraints.  Please watch out.
      We may just report here that the effort to get people to receive microchip implants in their bodies continues to be a colossal failure as folks steer clear off the products.  At the present time, Bill Gates Microsoft is trying to give the implantable RFID chip Maker VeriChip, a lifeline by partnering with it in a new product called Microsoft HealthVault <http://www.healthvault.com/>.   Furthermore, Mr Scott R. Silverman, the owner of Verichip is putting in private funds to provide further support for his beleaguered company, buying 5.4 million shares of VeriChip common stock and now owning 53% of the company.  CA! has been warning over the years that an implanted chip, with proven capability to provide access to a person’s mind is de facto selling out one’s mind for agents of the coming new world order.  This is in perfect accord with the prediction in the Bible that a man would arise at the end times that the whole world will wonder after; and he would, with an implanted mark, be able to control all buying and selling for everyone on the planet (see Rev 13:16).

Abortions linked to mental illness 
A recent study published in the British Journal of Psychiatry has shown that women who have an abortion are 30 per cent more likely to develop a mental illness – mostly anxiety and drug abuse.   
Professor David Fergusson, who led the research, said the findings had 'important implications' – because more than 90 per cent of British abortions were authorised on the grounds that keeping an unwanted baby would cause the mother mental health problems. "There is nothing in this study that would suggest that the termination of pregnancy was associated with lower risks of mental health problems than birth," he concluded.  See details in the Telegraph at
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/3536566/Abortions-linked-to-mental-illness.html
        Unfortunately, any critical discussion of a key New Age agenda such as abortion is a no-go area, and it is not expected that many of the numerous NGOs claiming to be interested in the reproductive health care of women will care any hoot to publicize vital information as this.
 
EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS (cont’d from page 8)
In an article published in the official Vatican newspaper with the heading: 'Aliens Are My Brother', the Pope's chief astronomer , Fr. Gabriel Funes, speculates “Just as there are multiple forms of life on earth, so there could exist intelligent beings in outer space created by God. And some aliens could even be free from original sin.” [“Vatican says aliens could exist”, BBC News, 13 May 2008].
      We thus arrive at a juncture where both Evangelical and Catholic “scholars” are now clearly operating at the same wavelength as New Agers, who for decades have sought to interpret Biblical records of  supernatural events in terms of UFOs.  For instance many of them still insist that Elijah was abducted by alien spacecraft!  Simultaneously, at another level however, New Agers are switching over to Biblical terms, couching anything supernatural/ paranormal,  (even clear manifestation of demonic activities), as ‘ angelic’.  A good example was the recently discredited Todd Bentley’s ‘revival’ in Lakeland which we featured in the last few editions of Church Arise!  In these perilous days, it could be very dangerous to just absorb information anyhow without praying them over and comparing them with the Word of God!

SuperStory’s Uchenna – the ghost friend

        At the street level, fall-outs from all these apparently innocuous  ‘academic/theological’ debates are daily inundating societies and etching their marks in the minds of millions – mostly youths.  A good example of the move to condition men to accept relationships with demonic entities as normal (just as in the days of Noah), is the recently concluded long-running series by the award-winning vastly popular SuperStory on Nigeria’s national TV.  Week after week, several millions were glued to their sets following the enchanting saga of a young man who got vitally involved with a very helpful, charming female ghost.  It was amazing seeing people who should know better get enraptured by the story-line; failing to discern what traditionally would have been seen as “familiar spirit” or “spirit-spouse” – a phenomenon which any pastor will attest is approaching epidemic proportions, even in spiritually-alert conservative Nigeria.

Postscript: If you have the stomach for it, watch the Youtube video of children accused of witchcraft in Akwa Ibom state (posted here, www.nigeriavillagesquare.com/home/index.php" www.nigeriavillagesquare.com/home/index.php).   A clear indication of how the devil is having a field day confusing and using people for his nefarious ends, in these last days.  It was not surprising that the state governor had to immediately append his signature to the Child rights Bill, following the video by Despatch on Channels TV, UK.  The rush of our society into a one-world government and one-world religion is irreversible and fast gathering momentum.  Knowledge of the Truth, in Jesus Christ, (Jhn 11:32); and believe in Him as the Son of God is the only way out (1 Jhn 5:4-5).
EXHORTATION 
What Christianity Needs 
    Let us make no mistake. "Christianity" is in big trouble. Many people have their ideas of what must change, but their ideas are far too shallow, far too human. So let’s cut to the chase and find what God wants in order to bless His true church.
      What makes the church grow in number and in health? What makes people want to read their Bibles? What makes truth advance and lies be exposed? What defeats the works of the devil and advances the kingdom of God?    
     What Christianity needs is very simple, and it is how God has always worked and what God always seeks. Unless God controls us at our deepest level, we can’t expect His help and blessing.  Second  Chronicles 16:9 says, "For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His." God looks today to the same place He has always looked- to the heart. It is our hearts that He is interested in, and those whose hearts are fully devoted to Him will gain the support of our All-Powerful God. 
       What the Church needs today is the strong support and blessing of God, and in order for this to happen, God must have our hearts. The whole notion of trying to live "Christianly" without the backing and support of God ought to be frightening. But if God is kept at bay from taking full control of our dreams, hopes, desires, and thoughts, then we don’t have His blessing. Without His power, we have no power. So the church must recognize that no matter how many books are written, conferences held, and sermons preached, it adds up to nil if we are not pure in heart before our God. 
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www.ChurchArise.orghttp://churcharise.blogspot.com/      What Christianity needs are the humble few who will lay aside vain glory and give God their hearts, surrendering control and yielding to a faith walk that is led by the Spirit of God according to the sole and ultimate authority of the Word of God. Indeed this is a rare person, but God wants more of these servants. He is asking you today, right now, if you will join His work and join His cause. Perhaps you have known the Lord for a while, but there are things you are keeping back from Him. Perhaps you are afraid of the changes you would have to make, the things you might have to give up should you let Him take control. But it is worth it, eternally worth it beyond measure. It is a very challenging, difficult, and sometimes painful road, but the joy that is available is beyond measure. We will never regret doing things God’s way, and we will surely be rich in heaven. 
 Brent Barnett 
Culled from a ‘Dose of Truth’ article, Oct 9, 2008
http://www.liveasif.org/print.cgi?article=4600
TOPICAL ISSUE
Conditioning Mankind to accepting the Extra-Terrestrial Alien deception
   The Bible clearly does not say Man is the only sentient being in the universe.  Rather, several clear references are made to beings such as Cherubim, Seraphim, Archangels, Angels and of course demons who may interact with mankind (from Gen 3:24 through Rev 22:8).  So why are some supposed Christian leaders seemingly beside themselves with excitement as they discuss so-called UFO phenomenon and the ‘prospect that we may not be alone in the Universe’ as if facing a novel development? 
    Wired News (www.wired.com/science/space/news/2008/06/alien_religion?currentPage=all) reports some of the ongoing  “academic debate” on this issue  which clearly indicates that mankind is being set-up for a major deception by agents of the coming antichrist.   So what are the theologians saying?  “Some propose that the Earthly incarnation of Jesus some 2,000 years ago redeemed all intelligent creatures, in all places and -- since a space-faring race is likely older than us -- in all times. Others have suggested that Jesus could take multiple forms.  ‘Just as Jesus is human like you and I, you would find an alien-specific Jesus', said Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary professor Ted Peters. But Peters and others also say that aliens may not have fallen into sin, instead existing in a state of grace, neither having nor needing Jesus. In that case, missionaries would have no call to convert them.”  
     So much hogwash!
     Even the Roman Catholic Vatican, with all its touted conservatism, is actively advocating belief in the little green men.   continued on page 7

